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Argentina will acquire more than US$200 million worth of military equipment from the US this year,
according to a report released Jan. 30 by the private research institute Union para la Nueva Mayoria.
More than one-third of the value of the acquisitions will take the form of grants, while some will be
paid for in services and the remainder will be purchased under a system of soft loans. Among the
new acquisitions will be two logistical support ships for the Navy, 20 OV-1D Mohawk exploration
planes for the Army and 36 A4-M Skyhawk fighter planes for the Air Force. According to institute
director Rosendo Fraga, the Mohawk airplanes were made in 1969 and 1970 and were used by the
US for intelligence gathering during the Gulf War. The Skyhawks were built in the 1970's. Fraga said
the acquisitions mark a new trend for the Argentine armed forces, which have not obtained major
military equipment or armaments since the 1982 war with Britain over the Malvinas (Falkland)
Islands. In addition, the move is indicative of improved military relations between the US and
Argentina. Nevertheless, according to the report, the new equipment will not lead to a substantial
increase in the military's operational capacity nor does it represent a threat to other regional military
powers. (Source: Spanish news service EFE, 01/30/93)
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